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Locke makes a concession to respectability by allowing Kent and
Clyde to live for two years under the same roof on platonic
terms, though they have already exchanged kisses of passion,
until the death of the husband admits their lawful union. But
the character of Clyde is original and psychologically convincing,
and th book clearly indicates Locke's great gift of telling a story
and enlisting sympathy with his characters; he writes to
illustrate emphatic sociological and ethical views, but weaves
them into his story with an artist's skill. Almost the only
occasion when he digresses into such detached preaching as
Mrs. Ward's occurs in the last chapter, when Clytie's separation
from her husband inspires a reflection characteristic of Locke's
life-long tender sympathy with unhappiness.

" Perhaps when enlightenment sheds a fuller ray upon our
civilisation we shall make radical changes in our marriage laws,
for they are based upon the sad old fallacy that human conduct
and human emotion are indifferently susceptible of regulation.
As yet we can universalise only of material things; security of
property, full stomachs, and warm backs for the poor. The
fact of broken lives and torn hearts we can recognise only
in particular instances, as they come within each man's indi-
vidual sphere. The universality of spiritual, moral, and emo-
tional suffering is as yet far from being a national conception.
When this is attained we may hope for social conditions happier
than those under which we struggle at present."

Though not published as a book till 1903, The Demagogue
and Lady Phayre evidently appeared in a magazine before 1897,
and was probably written before At the Gate of Samaria, for it
reveals less skill in psychological development. It tells of the
mutual attraction between a society woman and a man of the
people, ending with the refined woman's revulsion on encounter-
ing the man's drunken slut of a wife. The characters lack
conviction, and the wife is much of a dea ex machina; the story
would have gathered point and power if the woman's refinement
had been shown to suffer gradual revulsion from the man's own
personal crudity.

At the Gate of Samaria enjoyed little success, not being reprinted
till Locke's burst into popularity in 1905, and he tried a different